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When thirteen-year-old Ethan Morus is forced to stay on his grandparents’ old farm, he 
expects to find weathered barns, rusty tools, and a creaky house in need of fresh paint. 
What he doesn’t expect is to hear a legend placing his family at the center of an ancient 
treasure hunt. Or find burial chambers protected by poltergeists, or a secret lair guarded 
by an ancient beast. And least of all, Ethan doesn’t suspect that powerful sorcerers are 
watching his every move.

They’ve found Ethan and believe he is from a line of treasure hunters who possess a rare 
instinct to locate powerful artifacts. Whether he has the instinct or not, Ethan is faced 
with a choice-search the Morus property and find what they want or lose yet another 
family member. 
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THE SPIRIT OF STEEL
2016 Readers’ Favorite Finalist
2015 Foreword Reviews IndieFab Finalist: Best Juvenile Fiction

At the start of summer, no one, including thirteen-year-old Ethan Morus, knew that he’d 
been born with a treasure hunting instinct. Now that summer has ended, all groups de-
siring power are either seeking Ethan’s services or hoping to end his young life. Although 
he has pledged his allegiance to the Light, even they are leery of training him for fear the 
Dark may lure him to their side.

Ethan will face beasts and enchantments on this dangerous adventure, from deep below 
the water’s surface to high in the mountains. Yet his greatest enemies stand by his side as 
the line between Light and Dark blurs in the search for the Spirit of Steel.
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THE TOWER BELOW
2017 Children’s Literary Classic Award

Now a trained treasure hunter, Ethan Morus finds himself and his closest companions on 
the run. The Dark. The Light. Even the police are hunting for him. The loss of the spirit of 
steel proved what most believed all along, that a trained treasure hunter is more dangerous 
than the Dark itself. To set the world right again, Ethan must find an artifact so powerful, 
the details remain secret to even the highest ranking wizards and alvar.

As Ethan’s enemies grow in power, the world continues to darken. He knows he must lo-
cate the ancient artifact, but fears the impact of its terrible power in the wrong hands. Will 
the temptation be too much for his most trusted allies to resist? Join Ethan on his most 
dangerous adventure yet, and stay by his side as the Dark spreads terror and despair. Can 
the fading Light beat back the darkness? Or is all hope lost?

ISBN: 978-0998912639 | 5x8 perfect bound | 268 pages | $12.99

THE SILVER SPEAR

With one of Ethan’s closest allies working for the demon, Maura, everyone is a potential 
enemy in the final installment of the Morus Chronicles. Will Ethan discover the traitor 
and claim the lost alvar spear in time to save Destry? Or will his sister turn to the Dark 
forever? Join Ethan on his final adventure to defeat the Dark.

ISBN: 978-0998912646 | 5x8 perfect bound | 264 pages | $12.99

Winner of a 2016 Moonbeam Award for Best Series
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Praise for The Morus Chronicles
The Hunter Awakens

Chapters unwind with the grace and power of an epic . . .
~D. Donovan, Senior Reviewer, Midwest Book Review

With a perfect blend of family secrets, magic, and the calling of a quest, Roper weaves a tale that will thrill 
the middle grade reader searching for adventure between the pages.

~Sarah J. Schmitt - author of It’s a Wonderful Death

There has been a void since the Spiderwick Chronicles Series, Percy Jackson Series and Harry Potter Series 
ended. I feel the beginnings of a “void filling” series.

~Gladys, Nerd Girl Official Book Review

The Hunter Awakens was a beautifully written and creative tale which kept me glued to the pages.
~Cameo Renae, USA Today Bestselling Author 

J.R. Roper knows how to keep a reader in good suspense with an even distribution of action and compelling 
characters. He will take preteens on an exciting adventure in The Hunter Awakens.

~Michelle Stanley for Reader’s Favorite

Roper‘s natural writing style sweeps the reader into this riveting story, daring his audience to join the hunt 
in this action-packed adventure.

~Literary Classics Review

This story is definitely one that will have you captivated from the start. Roper is amazing at world-building .
~YA Love Magazine

Middle grade treasure hunters will love the mystery, magic, and adventure in The Hunter Awakens.
~Liza Wiemer, Author of Hello?

On every level, this novel is a great read —and I can’t wait for the Morus Chronicles to continue!
~Kelly O’Dell Stanley, author of Praying Upside Down 

The Spirit of Steel

Foreboding dangers threaten from the first chapter and move out in ever-widening circles; but one thing is 
constant: the action, characterization, and vivid insights that keep The Spirit of Steel moving along at not 
only a fast pace, but a cut above your usual adventure saga. 

~ D. Donovan, Senior Reviewer, Midwest Book Review

The story is very well developed with characters that are charismatic and unforgettable . . . 
~ Michelle Stanley for Readers’ Favorite



Praise for The Morus Chronicles

The Spirit of Steel Contd.

J.R. Roper has created an exciting read with a well developed cast of characters and strong role models.  
Readers are treated to loads of action and adventure in this book in which fierce battles are depicted in an 
age appropriate, non-graphic manner.  The Spirit of Steel is a terrific work of fantasy fiction with enchanted 
places and magical travel, bringing the thrill of this epic tale to life.

~ Literary Classics Review

The Tower Below 

If you’ve read The Morus Chronicles to this point, you know that J.R. Roper weaves a magical tale with 
expert precision. He has a unique ability to bring the elements of myth, fantasy, and reality together to 
create a captivating story for people of all ages. The Tower Below is no different.

~Shelley, #NerdGirlRed, Nerd Girl Official Review

You’ve gotta love any book that has you rooting for and believing in the unlikely hero; on the edge of your 
seat, nervous and angry at the despicable villains; laughing out loud at the snarky comments from the little 
sister—and which leaves you thinking about the characters long after you put the book down. In other 
words, what is there not to like about The Tower Below?

~Kelly O’Dell Stanley author of Designed to Pray & Praying Upside Down

Replete with strong characters and evocative encounters . . . The Tower Below is every bit as powerful and 
well done as the preceding books in the series.

~ D. Donovan, Senior Reviewer, Midwest Book Review

The Silver Spear

There are so many moments that tugged on my emotions, moments I thought I had it figured out and I 
was SO wrong, moments that are forever etched in my heart and mind. This was the perfect ending to a 
remarkable series!

~Shelley Custer, #NerdGirlRed, Nerd Girl Official Review

Teen readers of fantasy will certainly want to have this book’s predecessors under their belts, for it builds 
strongly upon prior events and characters to reach a crescendo of confrontation that provides a satisfying 
and riveting conclusion to their adventures.

~ D. Donovan, Senior Reviewer, Midwest Book Review


